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 PRESS RELEASE
FARM OPERATORS URGED TO ENROL IN CAIS BEFORE SIGN UP DEADLINE
Guelph, June 16 

Members of the Ontario Agricultural Commodity Council (OACC) urge all Ontario farmers to take the steps necessary to enrol in the new Canadian Agricultural Income Stabilization (CAIS) program before the deadline on June 30, 2004. Any farmer previously enrolled in the NISA program or who had previously received assistance from the OFIDP program will have received information about CAIS in a direct mailing from the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food. Other producers may obtain CAIS program information by contacting their accountant or the OMAF website or OMAF hotline at 1-877-838-5144.
John Gillespie, OACC Chair and a cattle feeder from Ayr, stated “Not enrolling in CAIS should not be an option for any farmer but this is a decision each individual producer must make. CAIS, together with crop insurance, will become the only two instruments to address declines in farm operating margins. CAIS marries up the former NISA and whole farm (OFIDP) programs into one program but farmers must enrol and select a level of coverage by making a deposit or rolling over NISA funds before June 30 to be eligible for coverage for the 2003 and 2004 tax years.”
Murray Porteous, OACC Vice Chair and a tender fruit producer from Simcoe, stated “One might say that CAIS has had a difficult birth, but it is now the program that is in place across Canada and I urge all farmers to get enrolled by June 30. Experience of the last two decades has shown us that programs such as CAIS will evolve to address problems in agriculture which continually come at us. OACC, with its broad input from all sectors of Ontario production, will continue to work with federal and provincial governments to address CAIS design and administration issues. As we become more familiar with how CAIS responds to individual circumstances and what data tells us when looking at commodity by commodity analysis, we will work to continue the CAIS evolution process.”
Liam McCreery, OACC Vice Chair and a field crops producer from Woodstock stated “On behalf of all farmers, I want to thank not only the Minister but also the staff of the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food who have worked so hard to address our concerns as the CAIS program and its interaction with crop insurance was developed through federal-provincial negotiations. Those of who sit around the OACC table appreciate the dedication of these staff and I can assure all producers that we will continue to work with them to make sure CAIS better meets our needs and to address CAIS issues as the program evolves.”
The OACC is a coalition of 27 Ontario commodity organizations with a mandate to address the business interests of commercial farm production.
For further information, contact

John Gillespie 519-632-7488 or 519-501-1668 (cell)
Murray Porteous 519-428-4727

Liam McCreery 519-532-0202
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