The truth about the Toronto Pesticide Bylaw

Dear customer:

There is a lot of confusion, generalization and misinformation with respect to the Toronto Pesticide Bylaw. Please allow me to provide some clarity to the issue.

1. The Toronto bylaw is not a ban!  You will still be allowed to rid your property of unwanted insects.  The bylaw encourages homeowners to reduce reliance on pesticides through a focus on Plant Health Care (PHC) and Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices.  Although we believe the bylaw approach is unnecessary, expensive and unenforceable we are in total agreement with its “responsible use” intent.  As your lawn care provider, we have enrolled in an IPM/PHC Accreditation program.  This stringent program provides assurance through a third party audit that our company operates under the principles of IPM/PHC.  

2. The bylaw will not come into full effect until September 2005. In 2004, Toronto will mount a public education campaign focusing on horticultural techniques that lead to pesticide minimization through the promotion of healthy landscapes.  As a professional industry member, we have promoted this approach for years. Professional horticulturists have always known that a thriving healthy plant treated with proper cultural practices provides its own natural defence against pests.  We also know that from time to time pest control is necessary.  We are licensed and trained to apply Health Canada Registered products in ways that present no unacceptable risk to you, us and the environment.  The bylaw will allow us to continue to operate under the principles of IPM/PHC. 

3. Although we agree with the principles of the bylaw, a bylaw encourages unwarranted and unnecessary fear about the relative risk of the products we use.  It is important to realize that the lawn and garden industry is responsible for only two per cent of all pesticides used in Canada.  The majority is used by farmers.  It is further necessary to realize that the majority of the products we use are herbicides to control weeds.  These products are of very low toxicity.  Please see www.24d.org to learn about the most common weed killer or visit Health Canada’s www.healthylawns.net web site. The other common weed killer used is called glyphosate.  This product is less toxic than vinegar. The most common insecticide we use is called imidacloprid. This is the same product pet owners use to kill fleas on pets.  It is a very low toxicity product. 

I trust this will provide you some assurance and clarity on this complex issue.  For more information please log on to the Toronto web site at http://www.city.toronto.on.ca/.   

