Goldfish reduce mosquito breeding

in water gardens

The WNV public education programs must be working as garden centres are already receiving calls from anxious customers wondering if their back yard ponds are a breeding ground for mosquitoes. Farley See of Moore Water Gardens in Port Stanley, ON says that water features or ponds with flowing water will not foster the development of mosquitoes, as the insects lay eggs in stagnant, still water.

“Homeowners with ponds, waterfalls and fountains should make sure their pumps and filters are in good working order and keep the water recirculating,” says See. “As for those gardeners worried about their rain barrels and self-contained tub gardens, all they need to do is add a few  $.50 goldfish to control mosquito eggs or larvae.” Adding the small, plain, inexpensive goldfish won’t damage plants in a still water garden.

“The standing water in birdbaths should be swished out and replaced every three or four days,” explains See, but he doesn’t see this as something most gardeners do while outside puttering or watering their plants anyway.

“I think there will be an initial worry over water gardens indirectly supporting West Nile Virus,” says See. “But in the long term this won’t affect the water gardening business. If backyard ponds and water features did provide a significant home for mosquito larvae, it would have become apparent long ago. People wouldn’t be able to sit and enjoy the ponds in their backyards if they were a breeding ground for mosquitoes.”

