Public education important

in bylaw aftermath

By Ken Pavely, LO’s IPM Turfgrass Specialist

Now that the City of Toronto has issued its decision on the pesticide bylaw, concerns have cropped up throughout Ontario as to its ramifications as other municipalities look to Toronto’s example to help in their own decisions. The concern, however, does not lie in the Toronto bylaw itself, but in how the media has covered and misconstrued the issue.

As Tony DiGiovanni, executive director of Landscape Ontario stresses in his message this month, the City of Toronto bylaw is not an outright ban, and does not carry the same restrictions as seen in Quebec and Nova Scotia. The media, however, put a different spin on things, and it’s John Q. Public who comes away with a distorted picture. Education is the key to combat these misconceptions.

The municipalities, however, continue to look at their own bylaws – Caledon, Cobalt, Perth and Oakville (pending a referendum in the fall election) – joined Toronto and have already passed bylaws for private property. All of these bylaws are as different and individual as each of the municipalities, and this is where the concern lies. The actual wording of these bylaws is posted on each town’s web site – I suggest everyone check them out.

There is still considerable uncertainty about the definition of an infestation and industry will work in the scope of the bylaw.

