Toronto IPM bylaw a major victory

for lawn care sector

By Roger Mongeon, Weed Man

I would like to thank everybody involved in the City of Toronto campaign.  One of the councilors told us this was the greatest municipal government relations campaign ever waged in Toronto’s history.  I know we would not have been able to save our industry without this campaign.

Even though everybody would have liked a no bylaw outcome, we can claim a major victory for our industry. By passing this bylaw, city council acknowledged the benefits of a well-maintained lawn in an urban environment.

Under the new bylaw, IPM principles are fully recognized.  Point four of the compromise solution says: "the principles of IPM/plant healthcare be supported and integrated in the definition of an ‘infestation’ and the development of ‘action thresholds,’ under which the use of exempt pesticides may be implemented." This is a long way from the previous position that IPM was business as usual for lawn care providers.

Also, city council has finally acknowledged our expertise with point six of the compromise solution:  “That in the education program, City residents will be encouraged to consult a professional licensed applicator and make use of their services if application of non-exempted pesticide is anticipated."  This is a long way from its previous position in which the industry was seen as companies that blanketed the whole city with pesticides with no regards to the environment.

The Pesticide Advisory Committee will consist of 10 members, of which five will be industry professionals. This committee will be charged to define infestation and action thresholds based on IPM principles.  It’ hard to believe, but city council has given industry equal say with respect to some of the most important points that will frame the final bylaw.

The Commissioner of Economic Development (a committee very sympathetic to our cause) will review our IPM Accreditation program by October 2004 and report back to Council to enshrine the program within this bylaw.

This bylaw will be in effect starting April 1, 2004.  The first two years will see the introduction of public education programs, and will allow companies to expand and enhance the IPM program. It will then become fully enforceable by September 2005.

Enforcement remains the major flaw. I don't think anybody believes it to be enforceable. There is no permit system in place yet, and it escapes me (and the intellect of many councilors) how the fine structure will be determined, based on a level of infestation, especially after the pesticide application is complete.

The only victory the activists achieved is "optics.”  We will circulate a copy of the final compromise solution shortly.  I urge all of you to fully understand this bylaw so you can explain to your local government that this is not a ban, but a victory for IPM. 

