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BEAMSVILLE, Ontario, June 24, 2002 – Lyle Vanclief, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, today announced two federally funded environmental initiatives aimed at further developing environmentally responsible farming practices, and fueling growth and profitability for the Canadian agriculture and agri-food sector. 

Mr. Vanclief announced $100 million will be provided to farmers over a four-year period to help increase implementation of environmental farm plans. In addition, Mr. Vanclief announced $54.5 million over six years, which will allow Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the Pest Management Regulatory Agency of Health Canada, to give Canadian producers better access to minor use and reduced-risk pesticides and help increase their international competitiveness. 

"These measures will provide farmers with better tools to more quickly realize the environmental goals of the Agricultural Policy Framework (APF)," said Mr. Vanclief. "They will also go a long way towards addressing the expectations of consumers for environmentally responsible food production." 

Last week, Prime Minister Jean Chrétien and Mr. Vanclief announced the Government of Canada's $5.2-billion plan to strengthen Canadian agriculture by making Canada the world leader in food safety and quality, environmentally-responsible production and innovation. Of the new federal investment, $3.4 billion will fund the APF, a federal, provincial, territorial initiative, being developed with industry to help the Canadian sector better respond to increasing consumer demands and global competition. 

Today, Mr.Vanclief provided details on some specific initiatives that are part of $589.5 million to help accelerate the environmental goals of the APF, an integrated, long-term approach to national agriculture policy that focuses on five integrated elements: food safety and quality, environmentally responsible production, science and innovation, renewal, and business risk management. 

While farmers are already recognized as strong stewards of Canada's natural resources, the environmental farm plan initiative will move the sector closer to the goal of improved environmental performance on farms across the country. 

In producing an environmental farm plan, farmers identify all actual and potential environmental risks and benefits from their operations, and then develop a plan of action to mitigate the risks. Mr. Vanclief said the result is an increased level of environmental awareness of farmers and an assessment of both the risks and benefits involved in agricultural practices and operations. 

"Sound environmental practices such as environmental farm planning go hand-in-hand with increased profitability for farmers," said Mr. Vanclief. "By addressing growing environmental concerns we not only provide benefits for the health of Canada's air, water, soil and biodiversity, we also give our domestic and international customers proof that Canada is the leader in environmentally responsible food production." 

The funds to accelerate registration of pesticides used for minor use crops, mostly fruits and vegetables, will improve producer competitiveness. Minor use pesticides are used in such small quantities in Canada that manufacturers often find the expense of registering the products outweighs potential sales. 

Mr. Vanclief said this investment will put Canadian growers on a level playing field with their American counterparts, and will result in improved availability of reduced-risk and minor use pesticides for Canadian growers. 

"By giving Canadian producers access to more environmentally sound technologies for pest control, we are further positioning Canadian agriculture for profitability and prosperity," concluded Mr. Vanclief. 

"This response is beyond our expectations and provides an opportunity to address environmental sustainability, food safety, and compete on a more equitable basis with our counterparts in other countries," said Ken Forth, President of the Canadian Horticultural Council. "We intend to work very hard to ensure we move ahead in the best way possible." 
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BACKGROUNDER
Accelerating Environmental Farm Planning in Canada



CONTEXT 

In June of last year, Ministers of Agriculture agreed to work towards a comprehensive plan for accelerated environmental action, fully covering all Canadian farms, that will help achieve measurable and meaningful environmental goals in the areas of water, air, soil and biodiversity. In the Budget Speech of December 2001, the Government confirmed that it will provide the federal share of the long-term, predictable funding to move the sector beyond crisis management and make it more profitable and prosperous. 

The federal government is working hard with its provincial counterparts and producers, to reach a common understanding of how this commitment will be reflected and implemented. This understanding includes a nationally consistent approach to Environmental Farm Plans (EFPs) across Canada. The commitment of $100 million in federal funding covers four fiscal years starting in 2003 and will help the sector accelerate and implement farm planning efforts expected under the Agricultural Policy Framework. It will allow farmers and Canadians to reap environmental benefits and help minimize the cost to farmers of doing EFPs and of taking corrective action. 

The latest discussions between the federal government and the provinces point to one possible approach to doing this: nationally consistent farm planning that would begin with completing a Basic Environmental Scan on all farms in Canada. It would identify farms and regions that require corrective action. The Basic Environmental Scan would involve a preliminary examination of key agricultural factors that may pose risks to, or provide benefits for, the air, soil, water, and biodiversity. 

As a second step, farms for which the scan points to the need for significant corrective action, would either complete an Environmental Farm Plan or an Equivalent Environmental Plan (regional plan). (See the definitions of each in the last page of this backgrounder.) 

This approach would promote environmental awareness among farmers. It would also help them assess and mitigate the environmental risks and benefits of agricultural operations. And, it would encourage the adoption of environmentally beneficial practices through better management of nutrients, pests, land and water, and biodiversity. 

A nationally consistent approach is important because it lays the foundation for branding Canadian agricultural goods and services as environmentally-friendly products, providing farmers with a strong tool to secure world markets. 

BACKGROUND 

The Government of Canada, the provinces and producer groups have supported improved environmental practices on farms through a range of programs. Since the early 1990s this has included environmental farm planning programs (EFPs). An EFP enables farmers to identify environmental concerns about their operations and allows them to set realistic goals to improve environmental performance on their farms. 

About eight per cent of all farms have some kind of on-farm environmental planning. Some provinces, like Ontario, have fully operational EFP programs. Others, like Alberta, are currently testing them. Most provinces have identified the need to develop their programs further by, for example, long-term financial support, access to technical expertise, or better monitoring of results. 

Ontario, Alberta, Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick have chosen an approach to EFP where farmers attend an information workshop, conduct a self-assessment of their farming operations using a workbook, and complete an action plan. Nova Scotia developed an approach to EFP where an EFP program coordinator and an agricultural engineer visit the farm to help the farmer identify risks and develop an action plan. Québec also has a different approach. Farmers belong to an advisory club (Club Conseil) where they discuss environmental issues and have access to an agronomist who advises them on improving farm environmental management. 

Participating farmers say EFPs increase their environmental awareness and knowledge, show them more environmentally responsible farming practices, help them identify environmental risks and give them better access to more information and expertise. While difficult to measure, EFPs have led to on-farm improvements and change in practices that help reduce the negative impact of farming on the environment. 

EFP can also bring benefits to farmers like funds for new activities or modifying current practices, advisory services or to technical support and marketing advantages. Many also see the EFP as a way to demonstrate environmental stewardship to Canadians and enhance the reputation of the agricultural sector. 

The concept of using EFPs is accepted nationally. Nearly all current participants in EFP programs want to continue their involvement and would like to see them further reinforced financially. Most support actions like making EFPs more effective by providing public funds as an incentive for adopting new practices. 

DEFINITIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING USED IN THE APF 

Environmental Farm Plan (EFP): A tool used to systematically and comprehensively identify all actual and potential environmental risks and benefits from agricultural operations, and to develop a plan of action to mitigate priority risks and realize benefits. Includes independent review and documentation covering progress and data on implementation. 

Basic Agri-environmental Scan: A Basic Environmental Scan means a tool used to identify those farms requiring corrective environmental action, based on a preliminary examination of key agricultural factors that may pose environmental risks or provide benefits to air, soil, water, and biodiversity. 

Additional work is needed to define this concept and develop appropriate tools. However, a Basic Scan may constitute the initial step (risk assessment) of an EFP, or be undertaken through other tools, such as environmental scanning tools used by some banks to determine whether a farm is at risk of environmental liability. 

Equivalent Environmental Plan (regional plan): An Equivalent Environmental Plan means a tool that has similar characteristics to an environmental farm plan, implemented by an organized group of producers on a multi-farm basis over a specified geographic area, such as a watershed or other ecological area. 

Examples may include "Club Conseils" in Quebec, or watershed management projects which involve coordinated actions by farmers to address environmental concerns. 

BACKGROUNDER
Minor-use Pesticides



Canadian growers currently have access to fewer pest-control products than their competitors in other countries. This is especially true of crops grown on limited acreage in Canada. These "minor-use" crops require pest-control products for which there is little financial incentive in the agro-chemical industry to invest in registering these pesticides. Canadian producers can gather data required to register a new pesticide, but the expense can be prohibitive. This situation puts Canadian growers at a competitive disadvantage internationally, especially compared to their American counterparts, where the U.S. "IR-4" program results in the data being generated to obtain pesticide registrations for minor crops, mainly horticultural crops. 

In May, the Government of Canada announced $7.3 million in funding for minor-use pesticides, with the goal of helping to reduce pesticide risk and introduce safer products. This new $54.5 million investment will improve the availability of minor-use and reduced-risk products and help Canadian producers be less reliant on older technology. AAFC will continue its work to help reduce pesticide use through research and further development of pest-management systems that control pests using technologies such as crop rotation, cultivation, and biological and chemical controls. 

The $54.5 million investment, over six years, will allow AAFC and the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) of Health Canada to provide faster registration of a broader range of minor-use pesticides, which will improve the availability of minor-use and reduced-risk pesticides. Canadian growers, particularly in the horticultural sector, will be in a better competitive position with the US growers, who have access to many more registered pesticides -- especially products that are safer and more environmentally friendly. 

The new funding will enable AAFC to create a program similar to the U.S. IR-4 program. Data generation trials and laboratory analysis will be conducted for minor-use pesticides of priority interest to Canadian growers and in conjunction with the U.S. IR-4 program. This will result in data being available for registration submissions at much the same time in both countries. 

A close alliance will be created with the U.S. IR-4 program to maximize efficiencies in field testing and laboratory trials. As well, joint work with U.S. counterparts will help to build on the concept of a North American pesticide market and help to minimize trade irritants. 

The May 23 Government of Canada announcement laid the foundation for pesticide risk reduction through the development of crop profiles of pest-control approaches, identification of major risks, the development of risk-reduction strategies, and the beginning of data generation from field testing and laboratory analysis. Building on this, the new funding will allow the broad implementation of risk reduction actions to enhance the availability of reduced-risk and minor-use pesticides. 

Priorities for data generation will be established in consultation with growers, pesticide manufacturers and provincial governments. 

