For Immediate Release

Canadian Horticultural Council Welcomes Announcement 

of Minor Use Funding

June 24, 2002 (Ottawa) – The Canadian Horticultural Council welcomes today’s announcement of federal measures to provide Canadian producers with improved access to minor use and reduced-risk pesticides and to assist with implementation of environmental farm plans. A total of $100 million will be allocated over five years, with $54.5 million earmarked for accelerated registration of pesticides for minor use crops, mostly fruits and vegetables.
“This is definitely some of the best news we have had in a very long time,” said Dean Thomson, Chair of the Canadian Horticultural Council’s Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee. “We are committed to doing the best job possible of producing quality food for Canadians and this initiative is a huge boost. It provides an opportunity to address environmental sustainability, food safety and our ability to compete on a more equitable basis with our counterparts in other countries”.

Last November 26, the CHC released a document, Crop Protection – A Better Future for Canada. The CHC recommended ways to improve the Canadian pesticide registration system for the benefit of Canadian consumers, producers and the environment. “This announcement will position the CHC, other industry stakeholders and government to collectively work together to implement the recommendations,” noted Anne Fowlie, CHC Executive Vice-President. "Dedicating resources to provide access to newer, safer products, and to improve research and coordination of efforts, will enhance our ability to compete and meet consumer expectations.”
The horticultural sector is unique in that most of the crops are minor crops. ‘Minor use’ pesticides are those used in such small quantities that manufacturers find the sales potential is not sufficient to seek a registration in Canada. 
“We have worked very hard to convince people of the extreme pressure we have been facing in the area of crop protection, including the fact that Canada was falling so far behind in the area of new technology that we were going to be in a position that we could never catch up. This response is a great step forward and should help us progress quickly. We intend to continue to work very hard to ensure that we move ahead in the best way possible,” stated CHC President, Ken Forth.

The Canadian Horticultural Council is a voluntary, not-for-profit organization representing more than 20,000 horticultural producers across Canada. The CHC’s members are involved in the production, packing and processing of over 120 horticultural crops comprised of fruits, vegetables, flowers and ornamental plants.
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