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My Confession

For Over 5000 projects

Every Design Inspiration
Every Creative Thought
Every Unique Solution

WAS STOLEN!









That’s about all there is to it.

When you look at the world this way, you stop worrying
about what’s “good” and what’s “bad”—there’s only stuff
worth stealing, and stuff that’s not worth stealing.

Everything is up for grabs. If you don’t find something
worth stealing today, you might find something worth stealing
tomorrow or a month or a year from now.



“The only art I’ll ever study is
stuff that I can steal from.”
—David Bowie



The writer Jonathan Lethem has said 
that when people call something 
“original,” nine out of ten times 
they just don’t know the references 
or the original sources involved.





We learn by copying.

Copying is about reverse-engineering. It’s like a mechanic 
taking apart a car to see how it works.

We’re talking about practice here, not plagiarism—plagiarism 
is trying to pass someone else’s work off as your own. 



What a good designer understands is that nothing comes from
nowhere. All creative work builds on what came before.

Nothing is completely original.



You’re only going to be as good as the stuff you 
surround yourself with.

Your job is to collect good ideas. The more 
good ideas you collect, the more you can 
choose from to be influenced by.



“Steal from anywhere that resonates
with inspiration or fuels your
imagination. Devour old films, new
films, music, books, paintings,
photographs, poems, dreams, random
conversations, architecture, bridges,
street signs, trees, clouds, bodies of
water, light and shadows. Select only
things to steal from that speak directly
to your soul. If you do this, your work
(and theft) will be authentic.”
—Jim Jarmusch



Always be reading.



Remember: Even The Beatles 
started as a cover band. 

PaulMcCartney has said, “I 
emulated Buddy Holly, Little 
Richard,Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis. 

We all did.”



Who to copy is easy. You copy your heroes—
the people you love, the people you’re 
inspired by, the people you want to be.



What to copy is a little bit trickier. Don’t just steal the 
style, steal the thinking behind the style. 



You don’t want to 
look like your heroes, 
you want to see like 
your heroes.



You can keep a journal, or you can just take 
pictures of things with your camera or phone.





In the time left I wanted to share some examples 
of my own stealing on a recent trip to France















































Thank You 
and have fun stealing 


