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HoW To [ooK
AT THE WORLD
( LIKE AN ARTIST )

Every artist gets asked the question,

“Where do you get your ideas?”

The honest artist answers,
“] steal them.”
How does an artist look at the world?

First, you figure out what’s worth stealing, then you move

on to the next thing.
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That’s about all there is to it. ‘

When you look at the world this way, you stop worrying 3 N, \
‘ about what’s “good” and what’s “bad” —there’s only stuff

worth stealing, and stuff that’s.not worth stealing.
r Everything is up for grabs. If you don’t find something

worth stealing today, you might find something worth stealing
tomorrow or a month or a year from now.
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“The only art I'll ever study is
stuff that | can steal from.”
—David Bowie



The writer Jonathan Lethem has said :
that when people call something \
“original,” nine out of ten times

they just don’t know the references

or the original sources involved.



BAD
THEFT
HoNoR | DEGRADE
STUD'} | SKIM

STEAL From | STEAL FRoM
MANY ONE "

CREDIT | PLAGIARIZE

TRANSFoRM | JMITATE
REMIX | RIP ofF

STEAlLlKEANAY\-‘\“.CoM
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L - We learn by coying-

= Copying is about reverse-engineering. It’s like a mechanic
& taking apart a car to see how it works.
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&= \We’'re talking about practice here, not plagiarism—plagiarism
B is trying to pass someone else’s work off as your own.
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Nothing is comp{lg’,cf‘gzorlglnal.



You're only going to be as good as the stuff you
surround yourself with.

Your job is to collect good ideas. The more
good ideas you collect, the more you can
choose from to be influenced by.



“Steal from anywhere that re g'. tes
with inspiration or fuels your™ ==
imagination. Devour old films, new

. " e
films, music, books, paintings,

photographs, poems, dreams, ran
conversations, architecture, bridges
street signs, trees, clouds, bodies of
water, light and shadows. Select only
things to steal from that speak directly
to your soul. If you do this, your work
(and theft) will be authentic.”

—Jim Jarmusch

ERRan ce/dpa/S. Nogier



Always be reading



Remember: Even The Beatles
started as a cover band.

PaulMcCartney has said, “I
emulated Buddy Holly, Little
Richard,Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis.

We all did.”



~ Who to copy i8 Q‘& cop? 'your heroes
~ the people /ow Bve; the people you’re
inspired bygie ;,fg% SVyou wanttobe.



"~ What to copyis a little bit trickier. Don’t just steal the
- style, steal the thinking behind the style.
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» You can keep a journal, or you can just take
pictures of




THE LIFE of A PROJECT*

THIS 1S THE
BEST IDEA EVER

¥ STOLEN FROM MY FRIEND MAUREEN McHUGH
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ACHAT
Vieil or
Lingots

Diamants
Argent massif
Alliage dentair
Tous melaux prec

Bijoux anciens
& modernes

Montres de mare
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VENTE
Bijoux ancie:
et d'occasio
Montres de ma
Diamants
Or/investisser






]

8l =
i l,'n,lp..lly.llvl‘.”‘
its 1}
iFy

&3
1152




'é«ai-'é

O
by -

;‘l‘ ",.

{4F

SN T 4

-
-
-

IR
ot Th.q

">

v ‘ . LIS
¢ = '3 :
f"',' -av.fv!
> , v
7fA y 5 ‘v .

TN

»

*’; -
’
2y




.w

AN

J

&

S

\ / / /
)/ ! \

/

T

P

-~ -
@




f

L~

,..P,.r 3
G v Y
ﬁ#/ryn l».‘. t...&u R
#«:M.' V/.k.r. .“.I.:;
O e

X

.

S ._ﬁi

R ———

~ “....‘.w.:-.!!‘
~ _,. ...‘.lﬂ%
i ) P 4 ~ e ;
(e

L s

b orn s o e MO O




} -

' 25 }';‘x:fu;l»l_;
\‘J/ .)u!.’
£

P
e U1 E0

NG ERANCE













.

.
[

N\
) -




